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Action Requested

Request Port of Seattle Commission authorization 
for the Executive Director of the Port of Seattle to 
approve and execute a non-exclusive permanent 
agreement between the Port of Seattle and 
Olympic Pipeline Company (OPL). 
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Contents

• Background on Street Vacations

• Review Terminal 18 street vacation efforts

• Seek authorization for executing agreement
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Background
• Street Vacation Process

• Adjacent land owner(s) petition Seattle Dept. of Transportation 
(SDOT) to vacate

• SDOT reviews and conditionally approves vacation, based on 
public benefit for greater utility of real estate

• Petitioner reports how they met conditions
• SDOT drafts ordinance for vacating right of way
• Seattle City Council passes ordinance

• Street Vacations can be complicated and time consuming
• Legal issues
• Private owners
• Environmental matters
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Terminal 18 Timeline
1960s

• OPL 
acquires 
initial 
franchise 
to build 
and 
operate a 
pipeline in 
City of 
Seattle 
right of 
way.

1997

• Port 
completes 
plans for 
expanding 
T-18

• Port 
petitions 
City to 
vacate 
streets 
inside/adja
cent to T-
18 

2002-03

• Port 
completes 
constructio
n of 
Terminal 
18 & 15 of 
16 
conditions

• Condition 3 
– manage 
impacts to 
utility 
providers 
on T-18 & 
right of 
way.

2017

• Port 
executes 
remaining 
easements 
needed for 
street 
vacations

• City drafts 
ordinance 
to vacate 
11th

Avenue 

2018

•Port and OPL 
complete 
negotiations 
for pipeline 
easement

•City 
reviewing 
ordinance to 
vacate 
streets on 
Harbor Island
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Status:
• All conditions met
• SDOT is moving street vacation ordinance through City Council this summer



Terminal 18, around 1995
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Terminal 18, Post 2002

7/9/2018 7

14

Other conditions:
1. Build in conformance of 
permit
6. Establish jobs program 
to benefit DMWBE firms
7. Coordinate work with 
emergency response teams
10. Work cooperatively 
with City on Fast Corridor 
Plan.
12. Maintain regular 
project meetings with City
14. Emergency 2-lane 
access
15. Port sponsored 
construction coordination 
committee
16. Coordinate work with 
city inspectors and utilities.



T-18 Olympic Pipeline on Harbor Island

• 12” lateral pipeline, located within 
11th Avenue right of way.

• Installed in the 1960s.
• Part of a 400-mile pipeline 

between Cherry Point refinery 
and Portland.  

• Pipeline system within the City of 
Seattle operates within an expired 
franchise agreement between 
OPL and the City.

• Vacating 11th Avenue by the City 
puts a 2500’ long segment of OPL 
pipeline within Port property, 
outside of City franchise.
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T-18 Easement Map
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Benefits of this Easement

• Port will receive an annual fee for maintaining 
easement area.

• OPL will not have the ability to expand their 
current pipeline capacity without prior approval 
from the Port.

• Port’s environmental covenants and procedure 
for handling environmental materials on Harbor 
Island are applied.
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Action Requested

Request Port of Seattle Commission authorization 
for the Executive Director of the Port of Seattle to 
approve and execute a non-exclusive permanent 
agreement between the Port of Seattle and 
Olympic Pipeline Company (OPL). 
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Questions
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